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DUNGENESS A SITE AND DUNGENESS B POWER STATION 
SITE STAKEHOLDER GROUP 

 
NOTES OF THE FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT  

THE OLD SCHOOL, NEW ROMNEY on THURSDAY 3RD DECEMBER 2009 
 

SSG members present: 
 

 Mr C Albrow   - Independent Member 
 Mrs L Barry   - Minute Taker 
 Ms L Barton   - Lydd Airport Action Group 
 Mr B Botley   - Kent Against a Radioactive Environment (KARE) 
 Ms S Covey-Crump                 -          Emergency Preparedness Dungeness B Power Station
            Cllr Mrs V Dawson  - Shepway District Council 
            Mr J Earnshaw                        -           Dungeness B 
            Cllr D Kersey   - Lydd Town Council 
            Cllr D Lawton                          -           New Romney Town Council   
 Cllr Mrs M Masters  - Lydd Town Council 
 Mr S Matthews              - Dungeness A Site 
            Dr P Mountford-Lister     - Environment Agency 
 Mrs H Morris   - Dungeness A Site 
 Mrs J Newton                          -          New Romney Town Council      
           Mr G Finn   - Dungeness B Power Station 
 Mr A Parry   - Independent Vice Chairman 
 Mr M Pearce   - British Energy 
 Cllr T Preston   - Dymchurch Parish Council 
 Cllr W Richardson  - Shepway District Council 
 Col G Smythe   - Independent Chairman 
 Cllr A Snoad   - New Romney Town Council 
 Ms M Stuart   - Shepway Friends of the Earth 
 Mr P Warham                          -          Emergency Preparedness Dungeness A Site 
           Mrs D Webb                            -           Dungeness B Power Station 

         Mrs L Whenday                       -   Dungeness Residents Association 
           Mr D Whitnall                           - SJC Dungeness A Site 
 
             Guests 
            
           Mr P Matthews                        -          Magnox South Ltd 
           Mr P Hetherington                   -          Magnox South Ltd 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
  
 Col Smythe welcomed those present to the Fourth Annual General Meeting of the Site 

Stakeholder Group (SSG) and was pleased to see so many attended.   
 
 

 

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
  
 Mr J Burrows - NII Inspector (Dun A) 

Mr T Dapling - Sussex Sea Fisheries 
Mrs J Dear - Natural England 
Mr D Dicker - Dungeness A Site 
Mr M England                   -     Dungeness A Site 
Mr R Forrest - Dungeness A Site 
Cllr B Gadd - East Sussex County Council 
Mr T Ganner - Environment Agency 
Mr M Hassel - Government Office South East 
Mr G Holt - NHS 
Cllr M Kenward - Rother District Council 
Ms K Mueller - Health Protection Agency 
Mr R Murray - Civil Nuclear Constabulary 
Mr M Tyrer - NII Inspector (Dun B)  
Mr D Webbe-Wood - Food Standards Agency 
Mr J Wiggins - Kent & Essex Sea Fisheries  
Mr I Squire        - NDA 
 
 

3 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS  
   
 The minutes of the Third AGM held on 30th October 2008 were approved as an 

accurate record. 
 

   
 The minutes of the 8th Meeting of the SSG held on 10th September 2009 were approved 

as an accurate record. 
 

   
4 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE 8th MEETING  
   
 Although there were no matters arising from the 8th Meeting – Col Smythe advised that 

Socio-economic funding was still available and suggested we look at the bigger picture 
to see if it was possible to achieve something for the Marsh.   

 

   
5. CORRESPONDENCE  
   
 A list of Correspondence received was circulated prior to the meeting and included an 

important letter from Graham Finn, Site Director for Dungeness B on the Nuclear Policy 
Statement. 

 

   
6. DUNGENESS A SITE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
   
 Steve Matthews, Plant Manager for Dungeness A site presented the report on behalf of 

Mark England, Site Director.  A few of the areas covered were:-   
 

   
  Safety – More than 1.1 million man hours without a lost time accident (LTA).  
  Environment – No reportable environmental events. 

 MXD – Continues to perform well and is currently ahead of schedule having 
dissolved 5.6 tonnes of Fuel Element Debris (FED) so far this year. 

 Mosaik Boxes – For 10 years these will be used to store nimonic springs, which are 
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a form of solid intermediate level waste (ILW). This is a pathfinder for the UK’s 
nuclear industry and has the potential of making the final disposal solution simpler. 

 Electrical Overlay Scheme – Installation of new grid connection and electrical 
distribution system to meet site needs during reactor defuelling, decommissioning 
and the care and maintenance phase. 

 Reactor 1 Roof Project – More than half the roof has now been replaced and work 
continues. 

 Waste Clearance and Recycling Centre – The empty Heavy Stores 2 building is 
being transformed into a dedicated facility to sort and process all non radioactive 
waste . 

 Generator Transformer 4 has been removed from site. 
 

 Q –  At a Climate Change meeting in London the Magnox Dissolution (MXD) plant was 
discussed, are there plans to build further plants? 

 

 A –  MXS and MXN have a working group who have been to Dungeness to look at our 
MXD plant with a view to building more plants at other sites in consultation with 
local stakeholder groups.  It is a very simple and safe process and new plants will 
be even more efficient due to new technology as it becomes available. 

 

 Q - How will the site look when the buildings are all removed?  
 A -  It will be a ‘three box’ model with the two reactors and an interim waste store 

which should be built according the latest plan in 2012.  This plan is now being 
looked at because of our innovative waste processes.  The two reactor buildings 
could be the only structures left and everything else could be demolished, but due 
to funding restrictions we don’t know when this will be happening. Obviously any 
changes which affect our Environmental Assessment Impact Decommissioning 
Regulations submission will be subject to regulatory approval.  

 

 Q -  Several years ago there was a presentation on the removal of the Turbine Hall by 
contractors which would possibly make money for the site, is this still a possibility? 

 

 A -   A lot of this work is now being self performed. It is unlikely that demolition of the 
turbine hall will be cost neutral but the NDA continue to explore the way forward. 

 

7. DUNGENESS B SITE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
   
 Graham Finn, Director of Dungeness B Power Station presented the report for 

Dungeness B which included: 
 
 Safety and Station issues. 
 Shutting down of Unit 22 due to a minor fire. 
 Completion of the statutory Outage on Unit 21. 
 Generation total for the year is 3.989 TWhrs which is enough electricity to power 

every house in Kent.  
 New Nuclear Build and the disappointment that Dungeness was not included in 

the draft Nuclear National Policy Statement (NNPS). 
 There have been no Lost Time Accidents (LTA’s) by British Energy staff in 360 

days or for 790 days by our contract partners which is an exceptional achievement 
during a lengthy and challenging outage period. 

 

   
 Q –  Should Dungeness C have been chosen, how many people would it have 

employed? 
 

 A –  There would have been 350/400 permanent jobs and 1000 during the construction 
phase. 

 

   
 Q –  Do you hope to extend the life of the station?  
 A –  There are plans to review and possibly apply for an extension in five years time.  
   
 Q –  You gave a presentation to Shepway Council but they weren’t aware that high 

levels of waste will be stored on site? 
 

 A –  Our high level waste is sent off site in flasks, interim spent fuel would be stored on  
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site for new builds. The presentation does contain information on the storage of 
waste on a potential new power station. 

A -    I can confirm that the presentation on new build given to Shepway District Council 
did explain about the waste being stored on site (SDC Councillor)  

   
 Q –  Due to the recent fire at Dungeness B, will it produce enough electricity or will we 

have power cuts? 
 

 A –  No, electricity supplies will be maintained and if necessary we would buy it in.  
   
 Col Smythe advised that the new build was important for the area, socio economics 

locally and the future of the Marsh.  And suggested that if people felt strongly enough 
they should write to their MPs. 

 

   
8. COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS ON NII REPORT FOR DUNGENESS A  
   
 No Issues  
   
9. COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS ON NII REPORT FOR DUNGENESS B  
   
 No Issues 

 
 

   
10. COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS ON EA REPORT DUNGENESS A & B  
   
 No Issues. 

 
Col Smythe suggested that some of the other agencies e.g. Natural England were 
invited to the next SSG so that we could take to the opportunity to discuss their policies.  

 

  
Note: Natural England is a member of the SSG 
 

 

11. ILW MINI STORE UPDATE  
   
 Phil Matthews gave an overview of the ILW Mini Store and Mosaik projects at 

Dungeness.     
 

   
 Q –  The boxes are a good idea as the waste doesn’t have to be repackaged, but why 

can’t we make them in this country? 
 

 A –  The boxes are manufactured in Germany but there are two UK Companies who 
could do this.  For future supplies we will suggest to the NDA that we go to them 
with a design contract. We are hopeful that some UK Company can come up with 
something. 

 

   
 Q –  Does this waste have any commercial value and does it pose a security threat?  
 A –  The waste has no value. We have to satisfy the Office of Civil Nuclear Security 

and they believe that our security is adequate. 
 

   
 Q - Which two UK Companies are involved? 

A - Not able to discuss at present due to ongoing discussions and commercial 
constraints. 

 

   
 Q - How is the Government getting on locating a repository?  
 A - A repository should be available by 2040.  The regulator wants a 40 year 

guarantee for storage area.  We believe that this technology is as good as or even 
better than current facilities.  ILW is quite radioactive but doesn’t generate heat 
and the boxes are very robust with very good shielding. 

 

   
 Q -  The Company in Germany has the patent on these containers and presumably  
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they are in use in other countries if so, for how long?  
 A -  They have been in use in Europe for 20 years; the cylindrical boxes are in use 

world wide. 
 

   
 Q - Any plans to look at AGR waste streams?  
 A - We are aware that other SLCs are watching what is going on and whether it goes 

well.  There are opportunities outside if this goes well. 
 

   
 Q -  Is it being considered for graphite or combustible waste?  
 A -  Graphite - not at this stage but combustible waste is being considered.  
   
 One consideration is that 209 boxes can be stacked 3 high and would only require a 

small building for long term storage.  We are working with Dungeness A to look at 
reducing the number of containers.  

 

   
 Q - How big would the building be?  
 A -  It would require planning permission and it would be a large building.  Due to the 

visual impact our Stakeholders would have an input to this. 
 

   
 Q -  Have you looked at using the vaults of the two reactor buildings? 

A - This is being looked at and would need temperature and condensation controls, 
the Office of Civil Nuclear Security are also exploring the advantages of using 
these areas.   

 

   
 Q -  What are the current plans for the ponds? 

A - It is in our Life Time Plan (LTP) to clear them out. 
 

   
   
12. COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS ON THE MEETING OF THE EMERGENCY 

PLANNING CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE – SARAH COVEY-CRUMP 
 

   
 Q -  How far from the site is the evacuation area? 

A - 2.4km radius from the stations. 
 
 

   
16. FEEDBACK FROM NATIONAL STAKEHOLDER GROUP (NSG) 18th& 19th 

NOVEMBER -  COL. GEORGE SMYTHE 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action 
Col. 
Smythe 

 Due to current funding restrictions the NDA are reviewing the position of the NSGs, 
although they are fully supportive of the groups.  The meetings for next year will go 
ahead.   

 Magnox South and Magnox North have been innovative and the NDA will make a 
presentation to the Government in December on the plans for Berkeley Centre. 

 There may be a change in strategy e.g. concentrate all efforts on one site rather 
than carry out limited work across all of the sites. 

 The Final End State Study will be re-examined in the future. 
 The NDA trying to sort out future transport direction and principles i.e., barges, rail, 

road etc.  
 There will be an update at the next SSG Meeting. 

 

   
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
   
 Q –  At a meeting in Lydd about 18 months ago, Alan Oulton spoke about his 

involvement in the Dark Skies Initiative which explored ideas for reducing light 
pollution from industrial areas.  Has anybody got any ideas on reducing the light 
pollution from the sites? 

 

 A –  Graham Finn: The security perimeter lighting is new and we try to look at modern 
technology when re-lamping.  Our Security Regulator requires us to light our 
perimeter fence. 
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 Q –  Couldn’t you use better directional lighting on your car parks?  
 A –  The car parks do have modern lighting and remains on to cover our shift patterns.  
   
 Q –  Is there a policy to replace the existing with directional lighting?  
 A –  We have replaced the existing with modern technology as and when the existing 

requires replacement – this applies to both sites. 
 

   
   
18. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETINGS  
   
 The dates of the next SSG meetings are:  Thursday 15 April 2010 

                                                                   Thursday 30 September 2010 
                                                          AGM Thursday 27 January 2011 
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